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REFUTATION 
FALSEHOODS 


MI$SREPRESENTATIONS, Se. 


| Dublin, Fune 24, 1756. 
1 HOP E I have hitherto been juſtified, for doing 


what I have publickly done, in behalf of my 


ſon: I could not have done leſs, without 
omitting to diſcharge the duty of a father to an ex- 
cellent child, who deſerves the beſt things from all 
virtuous men, but muſt expect to be perſecuted by 
the debauched, for his early example it is their con- 


demnation. 
B I NEED 
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I NnzzD not demand any indulgence for riſing up, 
in vindication of my own reputation; which has 
been this day attacked, in a moſt ignominious man- 
ner, by the ſame knot of conſpirators, who have, 
through mere envy of goodneſs, which they cannot 
imitate, and deteſtation of virtue, which they are 
ſtrangers to, attempted to blaſt my eldeſt ſon's 
budding character. 


Ming and his cauſe will be beſt defended by a 
brief detail of all the particulars I am acquainted 
with, relative to the late adventure. I can- 
not call it unfortunate, becauſe it will prove an 
excellent inſtance of a doctrine I have often laid be- 
fore him; yet, I muſt, moſt ſincerely, beg his 
pardon, for the tranſitory trouble it may give his 
tender mind; having been myſelf the accidental 
cauſe of the knowledge he had of JAMES ALLEYN, 
to whom I was very deſirous to ſhew all the coun- 
tenance in my power. 


I sHaLL not ſay one ſevere word of my unhappy 
relation, Mr. RIcHARD FRENWICEK, who hath fallen 
into ſo bad hands, more than is abſolutely neceſſary 
for my own juſtification ; and, indeed, I ſhall avoid 
every expreſſion of rancour : I mean not to abuſe thoſe 
who have thus wronged me; I ſhall leave them 
to the law and their conſciences : preſent vindication 
is all I want; and, I hope, I ſhall be fully vin- 
dicated amongſt good Men by what follows. 


I am very forry my good couſin has mentioned he 
affairs between lun and his father being at that time in 


my 
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my management; becauſe the ſtory muſt aggra- 
vate his offence, as well as that of his friend, 
who permitted him to publiſh fo groſs a falſehood. 
Sure I am, if they were then in my management, 
they are ſtill ſo; for nothing has been done to re- 
move the management ſince: and it is ſtrange what 
is become of his caution, ſince, ſurely, he can now 
expect no friendſhip at my hands. 


THe ſtory is this. My Father was truſtee to a 
marriage ſettlement made by Roger Fexwick, Eſq; 
on his ſiſter, my aunt; by whoſe death, I inhe- 
rited the truſt, In the infancy of Ricyarv, the fon, 
the ſame who hath now counter-certified himſelf, I 
found that the ſettlement had never been regiſtered, 
and that a ſum of 400 J. had been raiſed upon the 
eſtate : I forthwith interpoſed, ſearched for, found 
the ſettlement, and had it regiſtered ; thus prevent- 
ing further hurt being done to the eſtate, and 
wrong to the minor. The affairs of the father and 
ſon grew very diſtreſſed, chiefly through the 4007. 
before mentioned; the latter came to this town 
ſome time ago, with JAMES ALLEYN, his attor- 
ney, to ſettle matters with his father, for their mu- 
tual advantage: both, of their own accord, ap- 
plied to me for my mediation, which I readily un- 
dertook; propoſed ſuch terms as both aſſented 
to; drew ſhort inſtructions for the lawyers to 
proceed upon, which 1 delivered to his attorney 
long before this affair with my fon: and there 
ended my management. Indeed, the neceſſary 
intercourſe about this buſineſs revived an old ac- 
quaintance with the father, which is all my family 
have acquired by my ſervice; ſave a better ac- 

quaintance 
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quaintance with Mr. JAMES ALLEYN, as well 
as a thorough knowledge of my Couſin. 


Now, to the principal buſineſs. On thurſday the 
17th Inſt. the Day after my fon had, in my opinion, 
moſt juſtly and laudably rmhreſhed Mr. JAMES 
ALLEYN, on Stephen's-green; about ten of the 
Clock, my wife made me acquainted with the affair, 
I was, on the firſt hearing, enraged with my ſon, 
and went into the room where he was, with his 
couſin- german, Mr. Ricyuary Eyre. There I rated 
him ſeverely for what he had done; and told him, 
that it ſhewed too great cruelty in his nature, as well 
as pride, to fall upon a man, who, I was ſure, was ſo 
firmly attached to me, that he would not offer the 
leaſt offence to any ſervant of my family, much leſs 
to my ſon. He endeavoured to put in a word 
in his own juſtification; but I was ſo poſleſſed 
with my own opinion of ALLEYN's friendſhip 
for me, that I would not hear him, continued to 
abuſe him, and lament poor, diſtreſs'd ALLEYN, 
expecting every minute to ſee him enter to demand 
redreſs from me. At the inſtant, Mr. Tas. BoLTON 
was accidentally paſſing by, and my ſon begg'd 
I would apply to him for information ; for he ſaw 
the whole, and he was content to abide by his re- 


port. 


I cALIED Mr. BoLTon, who very obligingly 
went into my cloſet with me, alone, without ex- 
changing one word with any other perſon in my 
houſe; and there he voluntarily declared in ſub- 


ſtance the fact to be, as it ſtands related in my ſon's 
adver- 


5 


advertiſement, and concluded with ſaying, The 
« perſon, whom Mr. Cox had threſhed, deſerved 
„ well what he had got; for he believed he had 
« quarrelling in his head, having bragg'd to them, 
„ that as he came there, He had juſtled or ſhouldered 
“ ſix gentlemen with ſwords by their ſides, and they tack 
* no notice of him, | 


Tr1s conference being over, I returned to my 
Son, and told him, it was providential, that Mr. 
BOLTON had juſt then dropp'd in my way; for I 
ſhould otherwiſe have ſent for ALLEYN, to have 
given him any ſatisfaction his character could have 
called for. Word was then brought me, that Mr. 
Fenwick was below; and ſomebody (not Mr. Cox) 
then ſaid, that he had ſhewed too great favour to 
ALLEN the night before; for he had collared Mr. 
Cox. I was not a little provoked at this, and when 
[ went to Mr. Fenwick, did not fail to expreſs my 
_ reſentment: He ſeemed extremely ſorrowful, and 
denied the fact as charged; and then I called my 
eldeſt ſon, who acquitted Mr. Fenwick of any ill 
deſign, and placed the collaring to a purpoſe of pre- 
venting farther hurt to ALLEyn. I was pleaſed 
with this apology, and then told him, Mr. Borrow 
had been with me, and related the fact; that, 
notwithſtanding, I ſhould be glad to hear it from 
him alſo; and he very frankly told in ſubſtance the 
very ſame ſtory Mr. BoL rox had told before, which 
ſet me quite at eaſe. I adviſed him to put his buſi- 
neſs. into ſome other perſon's hand, which he aſſured 
me he would immediately ; and named a gentleman, 

= becauſe - 
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becauſe, he ſaid, he was not a friend to ALLE VNV: and 
ſo we parted. 


I THEN adviſed my ſon not to accept of any mel- 
ſage from Al. L EVN, for ſundry reaſons ; but princi- 


| pally, becauſe in cafe of a fixed meeting ending in 


the fall of ALLEYN, the brehing of the night before 
might riſe in judgment againſt him. But | directed 
him to get Mr. Day of Trinity-College, a ſenſible, 
active, good-natured young gentleman, who, I be- 
lieved, loved my fon, to accompany him every 
where; to put on his ſword, aud carry a ſtick in his 
hand; to ſhew hiraſelf in all places, and parti- 
cularly i in the lace where the - offence began, I told 
him, I ſuſpected that ALLEvN, ſince he had not 


applied to me, mcant, if he had any ſpirit, to inſult 


him, and probably. would have ſome body near at 
hand, to prevent his revenging himſelf upon the 


ſpot, by which he would be put into ALLevn's 


ſituation. In ſuch a caſe, his friend Day would take 
off the ſecond perſon, and give him an opportunity 
of doing himſelf right, in whatſoever manner he 


ſhould be attacked. And having thus inſtructed him, 
1] went to dine at Mr. Reeves's, about four miles 
from the city, and when I returned found I had been 


obeyed punctually in the former part ; but that the 
latter part of my inſtruction had been of no uſe ; 
no occaſion having offered of putting it in exe- 
cution. 


Taz next' day, friday the 18th, I deſired he 
would act as before, and ſo he did till noon. 
On this day, whilſt I was attending my duty 
at the Dublin Society, the libel - againſt my 

ſon 
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ſon was publiſhing, of which T had no knowledge, 
nor the leaſt ſuſpicion, At dinner 1 obterved my fon 
gloomy ;, and ſuppoſed it the effect of an indiſpoſition, 
for which he. daily drank goat's whey. I tricd all 
ways in my power to raiſe him, but to no effect. 
At night, as ſoon as the company departed, I aſked 
what ailed him? He told me, he was quite dejected, 
on account of a ſcandalous paper, Mr. GoxE, fir 
ARTHUR GoRE's eldeſt Son, (one of my gueſts 


that day,) had told him, was handed about in cof- 
fee-houſes, the four- curts, Se; which, he ſaid, Mr. 


GoRE would endeavour to get for him. The next 
morning, I charged him to remain at home, until ! 


could, by ſome means or other, procure one of the 
libels: I fer all my friends at work, and went 
to the four-courts, coff:e-houſes, c. but could not pro- 
cure one; though, doubtleſs, if any ſpirit had been at 
bottom in the libeller, Mr. Cox ought to have ſeen the 
firſt of them: But, the truth was, that not one was 
ſent to my houſe, or to any body in it. At length, 
late in the evening, my ſecond fon, MichaEL, who. 
was indefatigable in his purſuit, procured one from 
an acquaintance, who did not with to be publithed., 

Whilſt I was abroad in the morning, alderman Ba ILIE 
hearing of the libel, came and ſar priſed my ſon. He 
carried him into town, and would not part with him, 

till he found ſureties of the peace. Nothing then was 
left to be done, but to overthrow the ſcandal and fall- 
hood of the libel, 


ON ſunday the 20th in the morning very carly, I 
drew up a ſtate of the fact, as I had received it from Mr. 
Bo. TON and Mr. Fenwick; and, when J had fo done, 
J read it to Mr. Cox, and deſired to be aſſured by 
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him, whether it were true: He declared, as he was a 
Chriſtian, (and I had good reaſon to rely upon ſuch a 
declaration from him) that it was every word true. I 
then ſent for Mr. Fenwick, and, in the preſence of 
ſome of my family, particularly of my fon Micnazr, 
a fellow commonerin Trinity-college, read to him, pa- 
ragraph by paragraph, the Advertiſement, as it afterwards 
appeared in print, and demanded from him, whether it 
was true? He anſwered, it was exactly true. 1 then de- 
fired to know, whether he would certiſy, that it was 
rae? He ſaid, he would do it readily. I told him, 
that though it were but bare juſtice he was doing, 
J was yet much obliged to him for the chearfulneſs, 
with which he did that juſtice ; and then retired to my 
cloſet to write a fair copy for the preſs. By that time, 
my whole family was gathered to breakfaſt, and, in 
the preſence of my wife, my ſons Ri HARD and Mi- 
CHAEL, and daughter CATHARINE, Who is a young 
woman, (and of another ſon and daughter who are 
too young to have ſufficient obſervation of ſuch a 
matter) I read the fair copy to him, paragraph 
by paragraph, put the ſame queſtions, and had the fame 
anſwers. He took the pen in his hand, and was going 
to ſign the certificate, but I ſtopped him, and bid him 
read it firſt carefully, and weigh every word of it; for 
it would be publiſhed the next day. He did ſo, and 
then ſigned the certificate: And after he had ſo done, 
he recommended it particularly, that, when publiſhed, 
ſome of them ſhould be ſent to Cork ; for he was fure 
the libels had been ſent there. I do moſt ſolemnly 
declare, that J have, in every particular, to the beſt of 
my knowledge, ſet forth this tranſaction truly; and, it 
need were, my wife, my daughter, and my two ſons 

| are 
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are ready to join with me, in the moſt ſolemn manner 
to prove the truth of every aſſertion herein made 
Aud ſure theſe conſpirators baue not been able to deſtroy 
the credit of as all. 


Joffo in the country at counſellor Hey HuT- 
cisoN's: And, it ſeems, Mr. Fenwick dined at the 
Sun in Dame's-ſtreet, the houſe of one Lewis, with 
ALLE VN, WILLI AM GouLDd and Jonas LANDER, 
his conſtant companions by day and by night. What 
had been done in my abſence I cannot ſay ; but when 
I returned I met Ro ER FEN wI k, the father, who 
deſired a conference with me in my cloſet, which he 
had. His buſineſs, he ſaid, was“ To beg, I would 
e not publiſh his Son's name to the certificate; for 
« that his liſe was in danger, and he muſt fight 
« ALLtyN and GovLD ; and, as he had a charge, he 
«© hoped I would not put his life in jeopardy, eſpe- 
„ cially, as Mr. Bol TON knew all he did know; and 
* would certify it,“ TI anſwered, „That Mr. Fen- 
wick was the perſon appealed to in the libel, and 
therefore his teſtimony could not be diſputed ; that 
„ he was my relation, and ought at all hazards of 
* his body, to ſtand up in ſupport of our honour ; 
„ that Mr. Bol ru was not in his own power, and 
e muſt firſt conſult his father and another friend, 
«© before he could ſign any certificate, but was ready 
6 to afirm the truth of the Advertiſement, whenever 
« he was called upon; that as for Mr. Fenwick's 
„life, I would endeavour to preſerve it, but would 
% not keep my own at the expence of my ſon's 
« honour.” When he ſound his ſolicitation in vain, 
he departed, | 
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As ſoon as he was gone, my ſon RichARD inform- 
ed me, that the father's application to me was the laſt 
effort of theſe deſperate men; for the ſon, RICHARD 
Fenwick, had firſt written a letter to him, wherein 
his terror fully appeared, and quickly followed his 
letter in perſon ; and, before him and his brother Mi- 
chAEI, talkcd as incoherent]y as a ſcared man; but, 

at length, deiired MichAEl. to withdraw ; for the reſt 
he had to ſay was to be a ſecret. When Mrcyarr, 
had withdrawn, he ſaid, 4 GovrLD had threatened him 
ce deſperately, if he ſigned any certificate contradict- 
„% ing what ALLEYN had affirmed; and that he 
& wiſhed and beg'd, he would prevail with his father, 
not to puvliſh his certificate.” To which my ſon 
| could not aſſent. He then beg'd, he would get 
| & him ſecured from fighting, by having him bound 
ce over; and that he would pretend to be ſick, and 
1 & keep his bed the next morning, until he came to 
„ rehieve him.** My ſon promiſed to do as much of 
that as was in his power. I was wonderonſly ſurprized 
with this ſtrange, weak conduct; and ſent immediate- 


ly for him, but received ſrom his father an anſwer, 
that his fon would be with we at ſix in the morn- 
ing. 

O 


Ar half an hour paſt ſour in the morning, I ſent a 
ſervant to deſire Mr. RICHARD Fenwick to come to 
me: His fervant returned with mine, and reported, 
l that hie matter had been bled in the night, and was | 
| ſo ill, that he could not ſtir abroad; but had ſent me | 
1 the following letter. | 
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Dublin, Sunday-night, June. 


4 J would not trouble Sir RicHaRD Cox about this 
& affair, but that my ſituation is a very unhappy one. 
« | would not think of this, but that Mr. Cox has al- 
« ſo, as every body ſays, done what he ought. Con- 
e ſider, Sir RICHARD, What a poor helpleſs charge I 
% ſhould leave behind me, IF now Los r, at leaſt 
« without making ſome proviſion for them, and 


c without having any thing to ſay to the affair; for 


« the young gentleman that was there, I believe, 
% knows how the thing was, tho? I would not put you 
« out of temper, for it ſhall always be my ſtudy to 
« ſerve Sir RicnaRp Cox, to whom I am, with great 
« reſpect, a moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


RICHARD FENWIck. 


I was reſolved to have from his own mouth an 
explanation of this moſt extraordinary letter; and 
about ſix arrived at his bed- ſide, in Michael 's-lane, 
where he and LANDER are, it is ſaid, _ uſually bea-fel- 
lows. 


I round him apparently in a very faint condition; 
his head hard bound up; low and languid in his 
ſpeech. He told me, he was ſo ill, that he was forced 
to be bled in the night; and, I think, he was fo 
exact as to tell me the bleeder's name. I expoſtulat- 
ed with him about his fickle conduct. To which he an- 
ſwered with groans, as if violently oppreſſed. I told 
him, “ That it was in vain, to expect I ſhould ſtop 
his certificate, for it was printed; and publiſhed it 


& muſt 
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ce muſt be. I told him, that I heard, he had bor. 
%“ rowed fifty pounds from ALLEYN, and perhaps 
«© he might he under ſome terror of being thrown into 
% gaol; but if that were all, he need not be at all 
& afraid, for I would pay the money; no friend of 
“ mine ſhould be ſuhject to lie in a gaol for a larger 
e ſum than that; much leſs ſhould any friend ſuffer for 
& doing his duty to me.“ He anſwered, © That he 
% had not borrowed from him more than ten or 
% twelve pounds, and was not afraid of that.“ I 
aſked him, what other cauſe there was for his uneafi- 
neſs, and what he meant by being LosT in his letter 
to me? He anſwered, that he had met ALLEYN 
and GouLD the night before, and © that GouLD 
« ſwore bloodily, if he certified any thing con- 
& trary to what ALLEYN had aſſerted, he muſt ren- 
& der him an account of it;“ which, he faid, ſo terri- 


fied him, that he was all over in an agony; for 


GouLD was very deſperate. I urged him to pluck up 
his ſpirits, and act more like a man, but could not 
move him; and, at length, he prayed me, to apply 
for relief, to ſecure him from ALLEYN and Govt. 
I told him, I would go to the Lord Chief Juſtice, 
to lay the Affair before him, and bid him carry on 
his ſickneſs, till a meſſage came from the Lord Chief 
Juſtice, or I ſent him a note of all is well, Ac- 
cordingly 1 waited on his Lordſhip about ſeven 
of the clock in the morning, related the whole 
ſtory, and ſhewed to him the ſuppoſed adver- 
tiſement of ALLEYN, againſt which I informed 


his Lordſhip Mr. Fexwick was to certify, but was 
threatened with death by GourLD ; and that I came 


directly from Frnwick, to pray his protection. 
His 
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His Lordſhip did, with great humanity and good- 
neſs, interpoſe, and had Fenwick brought out 
of his bed, and cured him effectually. As ſoon as 
Fenwick was ſecure, I then ordered my ſon's ad- 
vertiſement to be publiſhed 3 and, before it was pub- 
liſhed ten minutes, ALLEYN and his comrades gave it 
out, that Fenwick had not ſigned the certifi- 
cate ; but the original certificate at PeTeR WiLsoN's 
ſoon convinced them that it was in vain to de- 
pend any longer on that idle Fable: So they have 
kept my unhappy kinſman hot-headed ever ſince, 
ſecreted him from me, and prevail'd on him to ſign 
what, I have charity enough to hope, he never read. 


IT is poſſible, nay, it is probable, that I may 
be perſecuted with more falſe certificates, perhaps with 
falſe affidavits. But for all future anſwers I ſhall : 
leave them to the law; which, I hope, will not be 
found to want a remedy for every wrong. [ 
think, the witneſles to a libel ought to be conſidered 
as authors; or, at leaſt, as publiſhers : and then, 
I think, I cannot miſs of ample revenge againſt 
thoſe, who have machinated ail this miſchief againſt 
my family. 


I Have been upon ſundry occaſions expoſed to 
much ſcandal and malice : I never felt either. I knew 
how to repel them, from that experience I have gained 
in the world. But, I confeſs, I have felt much for 
my fon ſince laſt Friday evening, when I firſt heard 
of that moſt infamous libel againſt him, more 
than I ever felt for all the miſhaps of my own life. I 
knew his innocency ; but I ſaw him finking under 

oppreſſion, 
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oppreſſion, without knowing how to help himſelf 
] can comfort theſe baſe enemies to the honour and 
repoſe of my family, by aſſuring them that they 
have ſucceeded ſo far, as to diſturb the peace of a 
family, that had every thing within itſelf to make it 
happy. But, on the other hand, I muſt mortify them, 
by aſſuring them, that, before this accident, I did 
but love my ſon ; I now honour him : for I look 
upon his virtue to be the cauſe of his perſecution ; 

and pray God, he may live to be a ſcourge to the 
vicious, and an inexorable enemy to all thoſe, who 
lay themſelves out to debauch tender and unwary 


youth. 


Ir I have omitted any thing material, the hurry 
muſt excuſe me; for I thought it abſolutely neceſ. 
ſary, to circulate the antidote by the ſame poſt that 
carries the poiſon. 


